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Process followed

▪ Close collaboration with WG 4: Cross-cutting issues

▪ Bottom up approach to defining ecosystem services

▪ 10 individual working papers

● Provisioning services (cropping, fisheries)

● Water (purification, mitigating extreme events, 
supply)

● Sediment/soil retention

● Air filtration

● Carbon sequestration

● Recreation

● Habitat

▪ Position paper with many of the authors of these 
individual papers
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Conclusions from evaluating 10 position 

papers

▪ Well-motivated and detailed logic chains developed for 10 
papers

▪ There are some differences in the individual logic chains. 
Over time, these need to be synchronised in order to reach 
an internally consistent SEEA ecosystem services definition

▪ For some questions related to defining ecosystem services 
there may not be a single best answer; different options 
have different advantages and drawbacks

▪ A range of cross-cutting issues are being discussed



Next steps

▪ Session 3 (after lunch): discuss conceptual models and 
key questions for provisioning, regulating and cultural 
services

▪ Further engagements (expert forum, consultations)

▪ Finalise position paper 

● Points of broad agreement

● Options for other aspects (advantages and 
disadvantages of these options) 

▪ Further discussions in order to develop

● A clear definition for a set of (at least) 10 
ecosystem services

● Basis for a typology of ecosystem services


